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James from Ireland in the like man Tier, and to give him up to the
Dutch, whose mercies to their conqueror were not likely to be
very tender.

Queen Mary was brought to council by her husband, June 3,
1690, as an act of parliament had passed, investing her with full
regnal powers. She was assisted by nine noblemen called regents.
The history of her reign may be drawn from her own letters,
written to the king after he landed at Carrickfergus, June 14.
A few personal traits only, derived from, the letters of Mary II.,
are consistent with the limits of the abridged " Lives of the
Queens of England," which are fully quoted in the library
editions.*

Left alone, or surrounded by those whose fidelity was doubtful,
Mary H. acted with decision and vigour. While a victorious fleet
threatened her coasts, she issued warrants for the seizure of
several nobles she suspected of attachment to her father; among
others she announces to her husband that she had " clapped up in
the Tower her uncle Clarendon." At an early period of her regnal
labours, the queen requested her council to assist her in framing
regulations for the better observance of the Sabbath. All hackney-
carriages and horses were forbidden to work. The humanity of
this regulation was, however, neutralized by the absurdity of
other acts. The queen had constables stationed at the comers of
streets, who were charged to capture all puddings and pies on
their progress to bakers' ovens on Sundays; but such ridiculous
scenes took place, in. consequence of the owners fighting fiercely
for their dinners, that her laws were suspended amidst universal
laughter. Perhaps some of her council, remembering her own
Sunday evening gamblings, both in England and Holland, thought
that her majesty might have had mercy on the less culpable
Sunday puddings and pies of the hungry poor.

The disastrous news of the naval defeat at Beachy Head the
queen had to communicate, and "to strive with her heart," as
she expresses herself, for this was the most signal naval over-
throw that England had ever experienced.

The disastrous naval defeat occurred on the 80th of June;
William's victory of the Boyne took place the very day after,
July 1. Unmixed joy and exulting thanksgiving are the first
emotions expressed by Mary. Towards the end of her letter,
however, she recollects herself sufficiently to express her satis-
faction that the "late Mug," as she calls her father, was not
among the slain,. Had he been so, even the most interested
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